
 
PRESS RELEASE – IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Maharaja Duleep Singh’s Armour Sold at 
Auction 

National Sikh Heritage Centre & Holocaust Museum Uncovers New 
Evidence that the Armour of Maharaja Duleep Singh was sold at an 

Auction in 1898 

Wahe Guru Ji Ka Khalsa,  Wahe Guru Ji Ki Fateh. 

The combined research teams of the National Sikh Heritage Centre & 

Holocaust Museum, Derby, UK (NSHC&HM) and the Sikh Community and 

Youth Services, Nottingham, UK (SCYS) have uncovered new evidence 

that shows that two sets of armour belonging to Maharajah Duleep Singh 

were sold at an auction in 1898.  

The first set of armour is described as, “suit mail armour of chain coat and 

trousers with gold embroideries, set of four steel armour plates, pair steel 

and chain gauntlets, and helmet with moveable nose-guard, elaborately 

damascened in gold, which belonged to the late Maharajah Duleep Singh”. 

The entry from the auction catalogue shows that it was sold for £27. 

 

The second armour in the catalogue is described as item 44 and sold for 

£35, “suit mail armour, of chain coat and trousers, with gold 

embroideries, set of four steel armour plates, pair steel and chain 

gauntlets, and helmet with moveable nose-guard, set with rubies and 

emeralds, elaborately damascened in gold; which belonged to the late 



Maharajah Duleep Singh”.   

 

The catalogue refers to an illustration.  It can be revealed that the 

National Sikh Heritage Centre & Holocaust Museum is in fact in possession 

of a copy of the illustration and is working with the appropriate people to 

make this available to all. Manraj Singh, Director of Strategic 

Development and Research at the National Sikh Heritage Centre and 

Holocaust Museum when interviewed stated that, “the Museum is planning 

a massive exhibition where all of its research will be displayed and anyone 

and everyone will be able to visit and see the actual illustrations of the 

armour and other objects from this auction. This is only the tip of what 

our combined research team with the Sikh Community and Youth 

Services, Nottingham, UK, have discovered.  The more we find, the more 

I am amazed of the wealth of the Sikh Empire.  I never realised how 

wealthy the Sikhs were. Items in this and other auctions will make your 

eyes water when you read them.” 

Some of the items Manraj refers to include a, “gold mounting for a 

scabbard point, set with six large emeralds and a number of rubies and 

pearls and heavy gold mounting for upper end of scabbard, set with 

twelve large rubies, four small rubies and several pearls.”  Another 

example is a, “massive gold belt, gemmed with emeralds and rubies”. 

The combined research teams of the National Sikh Heritage Centre & 



Holocaust Museum and the Sikh Community and Youth Services, 

Nottingham have uncovered dozens of other extremely precious items and 

highly significant items, which formed part of the Sikh Treasury but were 

either taken or sold by the East India Company. As with other research 

undertaken by this team, their findings will be published shortly for all to 

see. 
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Director of Research and Strategic Development 

National Sikh Heritage Centre and Holocaust Museum 
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Balvinder Kaur – balvinder.kaur@scys-notts.co.uk 

Coordinator Sikh Community and Youth Services (Nottingham) 

 


